October 7, 2009

Mr. Michel Gravel

Executive Director

Transportation Association of Canada

2323 St. Laurent Blvd

Ottawa ON K1G 4J8

Dear Mr. Gravel,

Thank you for taking the time to chat with me on September 12, 2009 re the use of crosswalks flags in my community of Dartmouth-Cole Harbour.

As I explained to you, I am reflecting a great deal of frustration that exists in my own community about the roadblock to the use of crosswalk flags.  I found our conversation both interesting and useful.  I want to ensure that I fully understand the thoughts that were [expressed during our conversation.

I understood you to say that TAC’s position regarding the use of crosswalk flags is that while TAC does not endorse their use, they neither do they recommend they not be used.

I found your reference to the Ottawa situation to be most interesting.  This is clearly a case where citizens were engaged in funding and promoting a local solution to the traffic issues in their own community.  While TAC has neither endorsed nor refuted the efficacy of the solution, the municipality chose to allow the community solution to stand.  I see a clear parallel with crosswalk flags in my own community.

Is this a proper understanding of TAC’s position?  Is it the case that TAC neither takes a position in favour or not in favour of the flags?

Lastly, there has been a bit of talk that crosswalk flags provide a “false sense of security”.  This is in dispute, if this is the case, is there evidence to support this claim that you are aware of?

I would appreciate if you might respond to me as soon as you can on this matter.

Sincerely,

Mike Savage, MP

Dartmouth-Cole Harbour
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